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	Video Streaming is now available
IMC is very excited to announce that we have gone high tech with Video streaming.  Video streaming is video that is being continuously received by, and displayed to the user through their network to their computer. The program content is no different than a hard copy video or DVD - the only thing that changes is the way the video is delivered.  IMC has acquired two different methods of delivering streamed video to your classroom.  
One method, MonD (Media on Demand), is sold by Distribution Access, one of Canada’s largest educational video distributors.  The MonD system does not stream video through the internet, but rather it stores the video’s digital files on a server that is connected to your school network so it can be streamed directly to any number of computers at any time.  The advantage of this system is that the videos are immediately available to you when you want them and you are not at the mercy of the internet and restricted bandwidth.  We own the digital rights and have complete control over the 827 MonD titles (and growing) that appear. 
The other delivery system is Learn360 and it is a subscription service that you access over the internet with a username and password.  Unlike MonD, we have no control over the titles that are available and it does tend to be very American in some subject areas. Also, speed of loading and buffering is dependent on your bandwidth and internet use at any given time.  Although our high schools have the necessary bandwidth to stream video from the internet, our elementary schools do not.  Therefore elementary schools, at this point in time, must download the videos onto a DVD or a memory stick for use in the classroom until we figure out a way to put Learn360 titles onto the school server.  On the plus side, it is cheaper and there are many more titles (approx. 4000).  
 Advantages of Streaming over Video/DVD:
· You can have multiple users of the same title at the same time 

· You don’t have to order it ahead, wait for it to be delivered or worry about returning it on time - the video is always available when you need it – on demand 

· Chaptered so you can watch a video clip or the entire program 

· Streaming video can be played individually on a computer in the classroom or lab or displayed to a large group through an LCD projector or SMART board. 

· Students now have access to videos for individual study and resource 

· You can export clips to Power Point for teacher or student presentations 

We will continue over the next few years to purchase streaming rights for our more popular titles and for new titles from other distributors.  It will take a lot of time and money to develop a core curriculum collection of videos for streaming and as not all videos have digital rights we will still be circulating our hard copy video/DVD collection until it is no longer viable to do so.  Some video titles that are for very specific areas and do not lend themselves to system wide streaming will continue to be purchased on DVD.
In summary, you now have 3 sources available to you from which you can search for videos for your subject area:

MonD (Media on Demand)  - 827 titles including all the Bill Nye videos accessed
                                           directly through your school server                       
Learn360                         - 4000 titles accessed directly through the Learn360 
                                           website at school or home

IMC Video/DVD Library   - 10,000 videos accessed through the IMC Medianet
                                           catalogue at school or home and delivered via courier
                                           or personal picked up

If you have any trouble logging in or have any questions, feedback or purchase suggestions please e-mail, call or come and see me in person.  Enjoy!
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