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What is an Individual Education Plan?
An Individual Education Plan is a written plan that describes the special education program
and/or services required by a particular student. It may identify accommodations, modified
learning expectations and/or alternative learning expectations.

What will your child’s IEP look like in
high school?

It will look very similar to the one that was
developed for your child in Grade 8. Your
child’s strengths and areas of needs will be
identified and this information will be used to
develop your child’s educational program.

What are accommodations?
Accommodations alone may be made when
the student is able to meet the learning
expectations of the grade or course.
Changes may be made to the classroom
environment, teaching strategies,
assessment strategies, or materials.
Accommodations do not alter the learning
expectations from the provincial curriculum.

What are modified learning
expectations?

Modified learning expectations may be
written when the student is unable to meet
current grade or course expectations.
Modifications refer to the changes that are
made to the grade level expectations for a
subject or course to meet the needs of the

student. They may include:

- expectations from a different grade level

- significant changes to the number and/or
complexity of the learning expectations

What are alternative expectations?
Alternative expectations may be written for

students who need an individualized program
that is not based on The Ontario Curriculum.

How will these affect high school
credits?

A student who receives accommodations will be
working towards achieving curriculum
expectations at grade level and a credit will be
granted if a passing grade is achieved.

A student who receives modified learning
expectations will be working towards
curriculum expectations that differ from grade
level. The high school Principal will determine
whether achievement of the modified
expectations (depending on the degree of
modification) will result in successful completion
of the course, and will decide whether the
student will be eligible to receive a credit for the
course.

Please note: Modifications that leave out significant parts of
the material, change the difficulty of the expectations or
involve changes to the grade level will likely mean no credit
will be granted. A different format from the provincial report
card may be used to record achievement.

A student who receives alternative
expectations will be assessed in relation to the
expectations set out in the IEP. The student will
not be granted a credit for the successful
completion of a course that consists of
alternative expectations. A different format from
the provincial report card may be used to record
achievement.
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How will | know which educational goal is
right for my child?

If your child has been receiving accommodations
only, and has been meeting learning expectations
at grade level, an Ontario Secondary School
diploma may be his or her educational goal.

If your child has been receiving modified
expectations, an Ontario Secondary School
certificate may be his or her educational goal.

If your child has been receiving alternative
expectations, a Certificate of Accomplishment may
be his or her educational goal.

What if my child changes his or her mind
and wants to pursue another educational
goal?

Whether your child is looking at achieving a
diploma or certificate, any credits that are obtained
can be used toward both goals. For example, if
your child achieves a Grade 9 English credit, this
could be used as a requirement for the Ontario
Secondary School diploma or the Ontario
Secondary School Certificate.

What should your child consider when
choosing the level of Grade 9 courses:
Locally Developed Compulsory, Applied or
Academic?

If your child is currently receiving accommodations
only and is meeting grade level expectations, he or
she will likely take either applied or academic level
courses. Which one he or she takes will depend
on his or her individual learning style. If your child
is a hands-on learner and benefits from more direct
support he or she may want to consider applied
level courses. If your child is an abstract thinker
and an independent learner, academic courses
may fit your child’s needs.

If your child is receiving any modified learning
expectations and/or alternative learning expectations in
his or her current program he or she will likely take
Locally Developed Compulsory credit courses. Locally
Developed Compulsory courses can be offered in Grade
9 English, Mathematics and Science. They are
recommended for students who have significant gaps in
their learning and are behind grade level. Locally
Developed Compulsory courses provide students with an
opportunity to obtain sufficient background and skills
development to prepare them for Grade 9 Applied or
Grade 11 Workplace courses.

What support will be given when my child
writes the Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test?

Accommodations that are available for your child during
their daily work, may be provided when writing the literacy
test. These accommodations will be outlined in the IEP.
Possible accommodations may include, but are not
limited to: additional time, use of a word processor to
record answers, and a small group setting to write the
test.

Please note: Students who are trying to achieve an
Ontario Secondary School Certificate or Certificate of
Accomplishment may be exempt from writing the literacy
test.

What does it mean to graduate?

Your child may graduate with either the:
- Ontario Secondary School diploma
- Ontario Secondary School Certificate

- Certificate of Accomplishment




Diploma & Certificates

In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School
Diploma (0SS), a student must earn a
minimum of 30 credits accumulated as
follows:

Compulsory Credits

4 credits in English

3 credits in Mathematics

2 credits in Science

1 credit in Canadian History

1 credit in Canadian Geography

1 credit in the Arts

1 credit in Health and Physical Education
1 credit in French as a second language
0.5 credit in Career Studies

0.5 credit in Civics

Plus one credit from the following groups:
1 additional credit in English, FSL, NSL or an
international language or a Social Sciences and
Humanities, or Canadian and World Studies, or
Guidance and Career Education, or Cooperative
Education*

1 additional credit in Health and Physical Education,
or the Arts, or Business Studies, or Cooperative
Education*

1 additional credit in Science, or Technological
Education, or Cooperative Education*

* A maximum of 2 credits in Cooperative Education
can count as compulsory credits (2006).

Plus - Elective Credits
12 credits selected from available courses

Plus

Students must successfully complete the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Requirement

Plus
40 hours of Community Service

In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School
Certificate (0SSC), a student must achieve 14
credits distributed as follows:

Compulsory Credits

2 credits in English

1 credit in Canadian Geography or Canadian History
1 credit in Mathematics

1 credit in Science

1 credit in Health & Physical Education

1 credit in the Arts or Technological Education

Elective Credits

7 credits selected by the student from available courses

Certificate of Accomplishment

Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements

for the Ontario Secondary School diploma or the Ontario

Secondary School Certificate may be granted a Certificate of

Accomplishment.

The Certificate of Accomplishment may be a useful means
of recognizing achievement for students who plan to take
certain vocational programs (i.e., March of Dimes) or other

kinds of further training, or who plan to find employment after

leaving school.




Definition of Terms

academic course: greater emphasis on theory rather
than practical applications; focus on abstract
thinking; more suitable for students who
demonstrate initiative and independence in
learning; destination courses after grade 10 include
university, college, or workplace

applied course: greater emphasis on practical
applications rather than theory; will use real-life
situations and hands-on application; more suitable
for students who benefit from more direct support;
destination courses after grade 10 include college
or workplace

locally developed compulsory course: available for
students who have experienced significant
difficulties in Grade 8 in English, Math, and/or
Science; focus on essential skills; will count as
compulsory credits towards a diploma; available in
both Grade 9 and Grade 10; destination courses
after Grade 10 include Grade 11 workplace.

accommodation: special teaching and assessment
strategies, human supports, and/or individual
equipment required for a student to learn and to
demonstrate their learning.

Certificate of Accomplishment: recognition given when
the requirements for diploma and certificate are not
completed

compulsory credits: courses a student must take to
receive a diploma (18)

credit: successful completion of 110 hours of a
government recognized credit course that follows
the policy documents; expectations must be at
grade level.

expectations: content standards; what the student is
expected to know and be able to do by the end of
the year for each subject in each grade level

IEP: a working document to assist classroom
teachers in helping students who require
accommodations and/or modifications. Students do
not need to be identified with an exceptionality to
have an IEP.

modification: changes to the grade level of the
learning expectations, materials used and/or
assessment; elimination of a significant number of
expectations; significant changes to the complexity
of the expectations

Ontario Secondary School Diploma
18 compulsory and 12 elective credits

Ontario Secondary School Certificate
14 credits 7 compulsory and 7 elective credits

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT): the test
determines whether students have acquired the
reading and writing skills considered essential for
literacy; written in the Grade 10 school year; it is
created and marked by the Education Quality and
Accountability Office; passing this test is one of the
high school diploma requirements.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC): this
course is designed to help students acquire and
demonstrate the literacy skills that are evaluated by
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
(OSSLT). Students who complete the course
successfully will meet the provincial literacy
requirement for graduation. There are specific
eligibility requirements to take the course. Please
see your high school Guidance Counsellor.

elective credits: courses a student is free to select

substitution: up to 3 courses may be substituted for
compulsory credit courses.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




