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Tara Armstrong is the former Instructional Literacy
Coach (Gr. 7-12) at the Durham District School Board
and will be teaching in an alternative high school this
September. With over twenty years of teaching
experience in middle school, she has worked frequently
in and with priority schools. Most recently Tara has

focused on implementing tier 1 word work routines in
grades /-9 classrooms, as well as some tier 2 inventions. She presents
extensively on comprehensive literacy strategies and reading intervention

tools for struggling adolescent learners.
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Christine Senior

Christine Senior is the Department Head of English at
O'Neill CVI in Oshawa. With over twenty years teaching
experience, she has held a variety of roles, including a
stint as English / Literacy Facilitator with the Durham
District School Board. She believes that English
teachers are uniquely positioned to provide students

with the opportunity they deserve to read, write, talk, and engage with
their humanity every day. Christine has written several system curriculum
resources, with a focus on incorporating reading strategies for striving
adolescent and adult learners.
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“The scariest moment is always just before you start.”
-Stephen King

Christine and Tara firmly believe that teachers of
writing need to be teachers who write. Write alongside
their students. Write badly. Write in the moment.

During this keynote, Tara and Christine will share:
e the power of mentor texts in classroom instruction
e how writing can build relationships with students
e the joys of student voice and choice in writing
o« how drafts can be as valuable as published pieces

Christine and Tara will impart stories of humour and
humility along their journey as teacher-writers. And (of
course) there will be opportunities for all attendees to
drop everything and write.
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Breakout Sessions
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STRENGTHENING FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY SKILLS WITH EVIDENCE-BASED ROUTINES
(TARA ARMSTRONG/CHRISTINE SENIOR - INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR)
Are you looking for evidence-based routines that strengthen your students’ comprehension and written
expression? This session will focus on how you can provide whole-class instruction in grades 7 - 12
English/Language to support Strand B using age-respectful multisyllabic word work routines. Participants will be
given free resources to support classroom practice.
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READING STRATEGIES IN THE I/S CLASSROOM: USING ORAL READING TECHNIQUES TO CREATE

EFFECTIVE READERS (JOCELYN GANNON AND MARNIE WOLOWICH - INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR)
This session on oral reading strategies will explore effective techniques to enhance students’ reading skills and

confidence. Engage in repeated, choral, paired, and echo reading techniques that will actively engage your students
in the reading process and foster a positive, safe learning environment.
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ANTI-OPPRESSION BOOK TASTING: EXPANDING YOUR BOOK LIST
(TARA ARMSTRONG/CHRISTINE SENIOR - INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR)

Welcome to Starbooks™! Can we take your order? Are you looking for a quick read or something you can savour
for hours? Take this opportunity to pore over a selection of anti-oppression texts for grades 7 - 10 students and
build a list of books you can use in your classroom practice. We will model a book tasting you can replicate,
including sharing edi(ta)ble book tasting slides that stick with the theme.

CROSS-CURRICULAR APPROACHES ACROSS THE CONTENT AREAS
(LISA DAMPIER AND CONNOR PRATT - INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR)
This session provides effective strategies and resources for incorporating explicit literacy instruction into content
areas in all secondary classrooms.

EXPLICIT VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION WITHIN THE MATHEMATICS CLASSROOM

(JAIME MURDOCH, TANA COGHILL AND AMY YASCHUK - PRIMARY/JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE)
In this session, teachers will explore effective practices that will help students develop a strong command of

mathematical language, enhancing their ability to communicate their understanding of mathematical concepts

effectively.
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CREATING A CULTURE OF READING THROUGH DAILY SELF-SELECTED READING
(TARA ARMSTRONG/CHRISTINE SENIOR- INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR)

As intermediate/senior educators, we must strive to not only teach basic literacy skills, but instil a love of reading.
Creating and maintaining a self-selected reading program in your classroom can be an important element to
building this love. In this workshop teachers will consider how to motivate adolescent readers, creating a culture of
reading, becoming "book pushers”, and assessing/monitoring daily SSR.
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UFLI IN THE CLASSROOM
(DANA SAWIAK - PRIMARY)

This session will offer practical TIPS and TOOLS to effectively implement the UFLI Foundations Program in the
classroom. It is open to ‘new to UFLI participants and to those with experience. Explore the tools, games and
assessments available in the UFLI toolbox and learn some practical tips on implementation, scheduling, and some
ideas for student practice/application.

SYNTAX PROJECT

(MIKAYLA PRITOULA AND JORDYN HOWIE - PRIMARY/JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE)
In this session, teachers will see how the Syntax Project can be integrated into daily classroom routines. The

Syntax Project is an open-source collection of grammar and syntax lessons created by a group of Australian
teachers that has been adapted by OnlLit with Canadian Content and aligned with the B3 Language Conventions
Continuum
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LEADING THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM IN LITERACY FOR CURRENT AND ASPIRING LEADERS
(MEGHAN SMELOW AND KALI BERNST - CURRENT AND ASPIRING LEADERS)

Leading a school wide literacy program can seem overwhelming at times! Join us for a collaborative session on how

to effectively create a structure within your school that has a strong focus on high impact instructional strategies
and using data to inform your school goals to improve student success.
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ANTI-RACIST KITCHEN COLLABORATIVE BOOK STUDY

(JOYCE CO MANARY AND JORDYN HOWIE - JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE)
In this session, we will share our learning journey using the book "The Anti-Racist Kitchen” by Nadia Hohn. Learn

how we used this collection of stories by diverse authors to spark a school wide learning experience that was
rooted in social skill development, breaking down barriers and reclaiming family traditions and recipes.
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STRIVE FOR 5
(JOLENE WILHELM - KINDERGARTEN - PRIMARY) —

In this session, educators will explore "Strive for Five” conversation and how engaging students in frequent,
meaningful conversation in the early years is foundational for children's literacy development. We will learn how
developing oral language through daily conversations are essential for language comprehension, and eventually,

reading comprehension. We will use Scarborough’s Reading Rope to illustrate how teachers can elevate the quality
of conversations to enhance literacy knowledge, vocabulary, verbal reasoning, background knowledge, and

language structures. - -.- .

RESPONSIVE INSTRUCTION: USING ACADIENCE TO SUPPORT NEXT STEPS
(LAUREN OZERKEVICH - PRIMARY/JUNIOR)

This session is designed for teachers who have completed some Acadience screens in their classrooms this year

and are ready to interpret this data. The focus of this session will be making data-informed decisions for planning
literacy instruction. Topics discussed include matching students to resources, grouping them for instruction,
selecting materials for progress monitoring, and evaluating instruction effectiveness. Participants will learn how to
use the Acadience Instructional Pathways to plan and assess short term learning cycles for literacy.
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INSTRUCTION IN THE FSL CLASSROOM
(WHITNEY LUNDSTROM - PRIMARY/JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE)

This session will dig deeper into the link between assessment and intervention in the French classroom and will

follow the book "Next Steps in Literacy instruction”.
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STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
(RUTH ANN FAY AND BRIAN HYYTIAINEN - ALL GRADES)
Join us for an insightful presentation focused on learning disabilities and reading, tailored for educators committed
to student success. In this session, we will delve into the complexities of learning disabilities that impact decoding,

reading comprehension and fluency. Throughout the presentation, we will emphasize practical strategies and
effective teaching methods designed to support students facing these challenges. From differentiated instruction
techniques to the implementation of assistive technologies, you will discover innovative ways to create inclusive
learning environments. By incorporating these strategies, you can empower every student to thrive academically
and build confidence in their reading abilities.
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What you need to know

e Free admission for Lakehead Public School
educators

e $25 admission fee for any educator or student
outside of Lakehead Public Schools

e First 50 registrants receive a FREE copy of Anita
Archer’s “Explicit Instruction” e

e Registration closes August 16th! liCit
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https://lakeheadschools.schoolcashon
line.com/Fee/Details/37711/144/False
[True




