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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
Jim McCuaig Education Centre 

 
Suzanne Posthumus Alina Cameron  
Chair Vice Chair 

AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
6:00 P.M. – in the Board Room 

 
 Resource  
 Person Pages 
 
1. Call to Order                                                                                     Chair  

 
2. Land Acknowledgement                                                                   Chair 

 
3. Welcome & Introductions  Chair   

  
4. Approval of the Agenda                                                                    Chair 

   
• Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting,  

September 17, 2025 
 
5.       Declarations of Conflict of Interest  Chair Verbal 
 
6.       Delegations                                                                                       Chair  

 
7.       Presentations  

 
7.1  Lakehead District School Board - Learning M. Fredrickson 
       Supports Team  
 
7.2  2025-2026 SEAC Meeting Schedule  M. Probizanski  1 
 
7.3  2025-2026 SEAC Presentation Schedule  M. Probizanski   

 
8. Approval of Minutes                                                                          Chair   

                                                                
• Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting,   2-5 

June 12, 2025                                                   
 

9. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
   



 Resource  
 Person Pages 

 Chair and Vice-Chair will be available for comment after the Meeting. 

 
10. Correspondence  6-26 

 
• Ontario Autism Coalition (OAC) News, June 13, 2025; 
• Miiniweeinan Indigenous Education Advisory Committee –  

Pow Wow Event, June 17, 2025;  
• Evolution of Inclusion with Shelley Moore Event,  

August 21, 2025;  
• July at Abiinojiishiik amino yawook EarlyON Program Information;  
• August at Abiinojiishiik amino yawook EarlyON Program Information; and  
• September at Abiinojiishiik amino yawook EarlyON Program Information.  

 
11. New Business 

 
11.1  Special Education Update  M. Fredrickson 
 
11.2  2025-2026 Order of Policies for Review Schedule  Chair   27 

 
11.3  Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) Letter: Chair   28 
         SEAC Representative Nomination to PIC (2025–2026)  
 
11.4  Student Thank you letters to SEAC for SEAC Scholarship  Chair    
         & Leadership Awards 2024-2025 
 
11.5  Upcoming Events  Chair   
  

12. Information/Inquires & Association Reports  All 
 

13. SEAC Budget Update M. Probizanski  
 
14. Board Update  Trustee 

 
15. Adjournment 
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Created: June 26, 2025 
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SEAC MEETINGS 
2025-2026  

3rd Wednesday of the month 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

LDSB Board Room - Jim McCuaig Education Centre, 
2135 Sills Street or 

LPS Special Education School Location 

September 17, 2025 
October 15, 2025 

November 19, 2025 
December 17, 2025 
January 21, 2026 

February 18, 2026 
March 26, 2026 (4th Thursday ) 

April 15, 2026 
May 20, 2026 

June 10, 2026  (2nd Wednesday) 
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LAKEHEAD DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

Jim McCuaig Education Centre    2025 JUN 12 
  6:00 p.m. 

 MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Alina Cameron, Vice Chair Trustee Trudy Tuchenhagen  
Anne Antenucci       Scott McBean      
Tara Ingram      Michelle Blackburn      
Miranda Myers      Brandon Robb 

  OTHERS PRESENT: 

Maggie Fredrickson     Simona Serrao 

  ABSENT WITH REGRET: 

Suzanne Posthumus, Chair  Michelle Probizanski   
Sarah Niles       Wendy Carroll       
Liz Tod      Trustee Leah Vanderwey 

1. Call to Order

Alina Cameron , Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Land Acknowledgement

Alina Cameron , Vice Chair, acknowledged the lands and traditional territory.

3. Welcome & Introductions

Alina Cameron , Vice Chair, informed the group of regrets received from presenter,
Kayla Waddington, Schools Team Planner, Thunder Bay District Health Unit (TBDHU).

4. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Tuchenhagen  Seconded by Anne Antenucci 

 “THAT the agenda for the SEAC Meeting, June 12, 2025, be approved.” 

CARRIED 
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LAKEHEAD DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

5. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

There were none.

6. Delegations

There were none.

7. Presentations

7.1 TBDHU - Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)  Indicator Development and
Prioritization: 

The presentation will be rescheduled due to the presenter being unable to attend 
the meeting.  

7.2 2025-2026 Special Education Plan: 

Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education presented the plan.  All 
members’ questions were addressed.  The plan will be shared with the committee 
members after the meeting.  

7.3 2024-2025 SEAC Workplan Review: 

Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education, presented the 2024–2025 
SEAC Workplan for the committee’s review.  Notable progress has been achieved 
across all identified priority areas.  The current workplan will serve as a framework 
for evaluating key success indicators and will support the presentation of outcomes 
and highlights to the committee.  This review will also inform the development of 
strategic goals for the 2025–2026 SEAC Workplan which will be presented at the 
next meeting in September 2025.  

8. Approval of Minutes

Moved by Anne Antenucci   Seconded by Scott McBean 

  “THAT the minutes of May 21, 2025, SEAC meeting be approved.” 

CARRIED 

9. Business Arising from the Minutes

There were none.
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LAKEHEAD DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

10. Correspondence

There were none.

11. New Business

11.1 Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education, provided the following special
  education update: 

• Upcoming event (open invitation) “The Evolution of Inclusion with Shelley
Moore,  August 21st, 2025, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. at Westgate Collegiate &
Vocational Institute.  Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education will
share the event poster with SEAC members, to share with their respective
organizations.

• 2025 Summer Learning update regarding Lakehead Public Schools (LPS)
summer camps was provided.  Occupancy of camps are full.  Lakehead Public
Schools has partnered with Superior Life Skills Summer Camps for play skills
and launch pad programs.

• Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education shared some of the stories
and highlights of students with specials needs who have benefited from the
special education programs and staff at Lakehead District School Board
(LDSB).

All members’ questions with regards to the special education update were
addressed.

11.2   2025-2026 SEAC Presentation Schedule Discussion: 

  SEAC members were given the opportunity to provide feedback and suggestions 
  for the 2025-2026 SEAC presentation schedule.  

  Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education, will prepare a draft of the 
  2025–2026 SEAC Work Plan and Presentation Schedule incorporating the 
  feedback received.  This will be shared with SEAC members at a later date for 
  their review and input. 

11.3   2025-2026 SEAC Meeting Schedule Discussion 

  Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education, presented the option of 
  changing SEAC meetings to daytime hours.  She noted that some school boards 
  have adopted daytime meetings due to various operational considerations and 
  challenges with evening attendance.  

  Following discussion, the committee provided feedback in support of maintaining 
  the current meeting schedule. 
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LAKEHEAD DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

12. Information/Inquiries & Association Report

• Anne Antenucci of Autism Ontario provided their organizational update.
• Alina Cameron, Vice Chair and Community member provided the Ontario Autism

Program update.

13. SEAC Budget Update

Maggie Fredrickson, Principal of Special Education, reported the SEAC budget actual as
$ 4,438.

14. Board Update

Trustee Tuchenhagen presented the Board update from the last Regular Board meeting
that was held May 27th, 2025.

The following was presented at the meeting:

• Kakabeka Falls Public School presentation on textbooks for reading comprehension;
• Multiyear Accessibility Plan;
• Safe Schools Report;
• Code of Conduct policy;
• 2025-2026 Regular Board meeting schedule;
• Health & Safety Semi-Annual Report; and
• new Ministry guidelines for Board of Trustee attendance at Regular Board meetings.

15. Adjournment

Moved by Anne Antenucci  Seconded by  Trustee Tuchenhagen 

“THAT we do now adjourn at 7:45 p.m.”
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SEAC 

CORRESPONDENCE 
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From: Alina Cameron
To: Simona Serrao
Subject: Fwd: Here are three things you can do right now... (OAC News, June 13, 2025)
Date: Friday, June 13, 2025 12:16:26 PM
Attachments: 20th anniversary for newsletter overlap OPTIM.png

OAC OAP SURVEY small OPTIM FINAL.png
New Thin Ribbon OPTIM.png
Awards Graphic copy small OPTIM.png
Award Categories small OPTIM.png
Donate Button.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Lakehead District School Board. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, have verified their email address and
know the content is safe. ( MsgID: LDSB20190424 )

Hello Simona, 

Here is the OAC newsletter that went out this morning. It contains the links and password to the Ontario
Autism Program survey for families waiting for, accessing, and aging out of the OAP. 
Please share with anyone to whom this might apply. 

Thank you

Alina

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Ontario Autism Coalition <info@ontarioautismcoalition.com>
Date: Fri, 13 Jun 2025 at 03:26
Subject: Here are three things you can do right now... (OAC News, June 13, 2025)
To: <alina.cameron@gmail.com>

Here are three things you can do right now to support autism
advocacy...

<<
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TELLUS ABOUTYOUR

2555 0AC Autism

COMMUNITY JREaciss
Leuc et )

SURVEY

Who Should Fill Out
This Survey?

¥ Waitlisted for diagnosis

Waitlisted for OAP

Currently accessing OAP.

Aged out of OAP.

Paying out of pocket

Self-advocates, parents,

caregivers









5 ONTARIO AUTISM COALI'TIO'N gl
20TH ANNIVERSAR

WINNERS TO BE ANNOUNCED
SUMMER 2025 AT A VIRTUAL
AWARDS CEREMONY

EMAIL NOMINATIONS TO:




¥ Award Categories: 16 categories

. Community Champion  Uplifting the autism community through exceptional support.
% Advocacy Hero — Championing autism ights and awareness.

@ Heart of Gold - Showing extraordinary compassion and empathy.

¥ Creative Contribution — Sharing artistc talents (art, music, writing, etc.),

2 Innovator Award - Bringing fresh ideas and solutions to the communty.

() Family Spirit - Honouring a family's commitment to inclusion and support.

~ Inspirational Journey — Celebrating an individual's remarkable path

X Dedicated Service ~ Recognizing a long-standing volunteer or community member.
# Trailblazer - Breaking new ground and inspiring others.

> Bridge Builder - Strengthening connections within and beyond the community.

# Team Player — Atrue collaborator who uplits others.

+ Power Award ~ Honouring an individual who has made a profound difference.

st Unsung Hero — Making an impact behind the scenes.

" Rising Star A newer member making waves.

@ Youth Leader - A young advocate showing exemplary leadership.

% Volunteer of the Year — Celebrating outstanding commitment over the last year.










>>

1. Complete Our 2025 Community Survey
Speak Your Truth. Take Back Our Power.
The Ontario Autism Coalition is launching a bold, community-led survey to expose the truth about the Ontario
Autism Program (OAP), not the government’s version, but ours.
For too long, decisions have been made about us without us. Now, it’s time to reclaim our power. This survey is a
tool for self-advocates, parents, and caregivers to speak out about the real experiences of those waiting for,
accessing, and graduating from the OAP: the waitlists, the gaps, the daily realities that no spreadsheet can capture.

Your voice matters. Every response builds collective power. Every story contributes to a clearer picture of what’s
really happening and what must change.

Who should complete this survey? Anyone directly impacted by the OAP, including self-advocates, parents, and
caregivers. You can fill it out for each individual in your family who is, was, or will be part of the OAP.

Your privacy is protected. No identifying information is collected, and all results will be shared only in aggregate form
through infographics, advocacy tools, and a community-driven final report.

Time commitment: About 15–20 minutes; an investment in building something bigger than ourselves.

This is our moment. Our data. Our truth. Our power.

Click here to complete the survey. Share it widely. Be part of the movement.

The survey password is "OAC20" (without the quotes).
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2. Nominate someone you think deserves an OAC Volunteer Award –
Nominations Are Now Open!
This year marks 20 incredible years of the Ontario Autism Coalition, and we want to celebrate BIG!

To commemorate this milestone, we're hosting a Virtual Award Ceremony to recognize the amazing individuals who
uplift, advocate, and inspire within the autism community.

Do you know someone who has made a difference? Now’s your chance to nominate them!

Winners To Be Announced: Summer 2025 at a Virtual Awards Ceremony

Award Nomination Deadline: June 30, 2025

Email Nominations, specifying the name of the person being nominated, the award you feel they should receive, and
why, to: Ashley.Ferreira@ontarioautismcoalition.com
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3. Donate to the Ontario Autism Coalition

We're out there every day, at Queen's Park and in the media, and we're all volunteers.
There are expenses, though, like getting a small trophy or plaque for our award winners,

for example.
$50 would help to pay for an award, and for sending it to the recipient,

but any amount you can afford will help.

You can donate by credit card on our website, securely processed by Square:

or send an Interac e-transfer to:
donate@ontarioautismcoalition.com

Was this email forwarded to you? Click here to subscribe and send the message
that opens in your email software.

Click here to unsubscribe
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-- 
Alina A. N. Cameron
B.Sc., B.H.Sc., M.Sc. Medicine (Community Health Sciences)

33 Hacquoil Road
Slate River, Ontario
P7J 0E1
Canada

alina.cameron@gmail.com

Mobile: (+1-807) 632-2287

This communication and any files transmitted within it may contain information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. It is intended
solely for the use of the individual(s) to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or copying of this
communication (or any of its parts) is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately. Thank you kindly.

Please consider the environment before printing this email/attachment(s)
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Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook EarlyON Centre
Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook translated means children raised in a good way.

Parents and caregivers of infants and children up to the age of six can access the center
five days a week for learning experience, social interaction, support from early childhood
educators. As an Anishinabek-led center, parents and caregivers can expect the center to

be culturally-safe, relevant, reciprocal, and respectful.

EarlyON Program Information
Drop In - Perfect place for kids to play, explore, and make new friends in a safe and
welcoming environment! No registration required—just drop in during our open hours and
let the fun begin.
Lil Learners in Limbrick - Join us for a morning of fun-filled outdoor activities designed for
young children and their caregivers! Kookom’s Place - 78-I Limbrick Place
Fun in the Sun - Join us at Tarbutt Park (1115 Tarbutt St S.) for a joyful time of play,
exploration, and connection. Enjoy the sunshine with fun activities, bubbles, climbing,
running, and more in a safe and playful outdoor setting. 
Fluoride Varnish - TBDHU provides FREE fluoride varnish treatment to children up to 4
years old to help reduce early childhood cavities. 

Teddy Bear Picnic - Bring your favourite teddy bear and join us for the Teddy
Bear’s Picnic – a family-friendly event filled with fun, laughter, and lots of teddy
bear magic at Vickers Park! This longest-running event in one of Thunder Bay’s
oldest parks is perfect for young children and families of all ages!
Summer BBQ Tour Superior Sizzle - Join us at the Superior Sizzle for an afternoon
of food, drinks, games, and fun! We'll be there with an EarlyON booth—stop by to
say hello, learn more about our programs, and connect with the community!
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DROP INDROP IN
Free drop-in programs for children
aged six and under, along with their
parents and caregivers! 
A welcoming space to play, learn,
and connect with others.

9:30am - 3:00pm

807-939-3160
325 Archibald St S. 

(Entrance off Ridgeway St.)

Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook

EarlyON Child & Family Centre
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Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook
EarlyON Child and Family Centre

9:00am - 1:00pm

THURSDAYTHURSDAY
DROP INDROP IN

Free drop-in programs for children
aged six and under, along with their

parents and caregivers! 

A welcoming space to play, learn, and
connect with others.

325 Archibald St S. (Entrance off Ridgeway St.)

807-939-3160
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DROP INDROP IN
MONDAYMONDAY

More Information Call Us
Keyon.ca
Website

Free drop-in programs for children
aged six and under, along with their
parents and caregivers! 

A welcoming space to play, learn, and
connect with others.

12:00 - 6:0012:00 - 6:00

Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook
EarlyON Child and Family Centre

807-939-3160325 Archibald St. S
Location
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DROP  INDROP  IN
WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY

1:00pm - 3:00pm

Free drop-in programs for children aged six and
under, along with their parents and caregivers! 
A welcoming space to play, learn, and connect with
others.

19



Every Thursday in AugustEvery Thursday in August

Fun
in the

S u n

Vickers ParkVickers Park

1:30pm - 3:00pm1:30pm - 3:00pm

Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook 
Ear lyON Child and Family Centre

At Fun in the Sun, kids will enjoy outdoor
games, playful activities, and plenty of
sunshine and smiles—all while exploring
the playground and making new friends.
It's the perfect way to spend an afternoon
filled with energy, laughter, and fresh air!
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9:30am - 12:00pm
Little Learners in Limbrick
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Drop In

9:00am - 1:00pm
Drop In
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Fun in the Sun - Vickers Park

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

06

07

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In

FRIDAY

08

CLOSED
Civic Holiday

9:30am - 2:30pm
Drop In

MONDAY

04

05
TUESDAY

Weekly Schedule
Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook EarlyON

August 04  to 08th th
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9:00am - 1:00pm
Drop In
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Fun in the Sun - Vickers Park

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

13

14

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In

FRIDAY

15

12:00pm - 6:00pm
Drop In

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fluoride Varnish
9:30am - 2:30pm
Drop In

MONDAY

11

12
TUESDAY

Weekly Schedule
Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook EarlyON

August 11  to 15th th

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In
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9:00am - 1:00pm
Drop In
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Fun in the Sun - Vickers Park

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

20

21

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In

FRIDAY

22

12:00pm - 6:00pm
Drop In

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In

MONDAY

18

19
TUESDAY

Weekly Schedule
Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook EarlyON

August 18  to 22  th nd

9:30am - 12:00pm
Little Learners in Limbrick
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Drop In
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9:00am - 1:00pm
Drop In
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Fun in the Sun - Vickers Park

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

27

28

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop InFRIDAY

29

12:00pm - 6:00pm
Drop In

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In

MONDAY

25

26
TUESDAY

Weekly Schedule
Abiinojiishiik-amino-yawook EarlyON

August 25  to 29th th

9:30am - 3:00pm
Drop In
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2025–2026 ORDER OF POLICIES FOR REVIEW 

Draft Policy Policy 
to Input Due Policy # Name of Policy 

Constituents Date 

September 25 October 23 
1011 Access to System Programs 

3074 Expense and Travel Reimbursement 

December 10 January 22 
8080 School Council 

3001 Governance 

February 5 March 29 
5010 Special Education 

7030 Human Rights and Workplace Harassment 

March 5 April 16 
7040 Violence in the Workplace 

8050 Naming and Opening of New or Consolidated Schools 
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Committed to the success of every student 

www.lakeheadschools.ca 

Sherri-Lynne Pharand - Director of Education 

Jim McCuaig Education Centre 

2135 Sills Street 

Thunder Bay, Ontario P7E 5T2 

Tel: (807) 625-5131 Fax: (807) 622-0961

June 24, 2025 

Suzanne Posthumus, Chair 
Special Education Advisory Committee 
suzannep@optionsnorthwest.com 

Dear Suzanne: 

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) is invited to nominate two parent SEAC 
representatives (one member and one alternate) to serve on the Parent Involvement Committee 
(PIC) for 2025-2026.  The positions will be effective November 15, 2025, to November 14, 2026. 
The Parent Involvement Committee meets a minimum of four times per year.  

The purpose of the Parent Involvement Committee is to support, encourage and enhance 
parent engagement at the Board level to improve student achievement and well-being.  Reg. 
330/10 Sec.27(1) 

Please submit the names of SEAC’s nominees to Christine Jones, Executive Assistant, by 
Friday, September 20, 2025. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Sherri-Lynne Pharand 
Director of Education 

cc M. Probizanski, Superintendent of Education
S. Serrao, Executive Secretary
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